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Widowhood and its Implications in Nepalese Society
THAPA Kabita (Chubu University)

kabitamagarthapa@gmail.com

A long decade conflict between the government and the rebellions, since 1995 to
2006, left the country in a hostile setting. Abrupt evictions horrified people to flee
and refuge in very new surroundings, sporadic abductions, as well as barbarous
killings, were the regular headlines of the media. During this period of internal
conflict, a lot of women lost their husbands force them to become a widow as well
as thousands of children lost their father which forced them to live unsecured life or
in other words a pauperized life.

Discrimination against women in Nepal is prevalent, due to the structure of the
society deeply rooted in Patriarchal thoughts. Women are constantly marginalized
and single women (widows) are in an even worse state. Single women are
considered as symbols of ill-omen and the cause of the death of their husbands.

Furthermore, unfavorable laws and policies that are often discriminatory only
further aggravate their suffering, lowering their status in society. Certain religious
and traditional practices harm the physical and mental health of single women,
(WHR, About US).

For the first time in its history, the census of Nepal in 2011 enumerated and revealed
data concerning widows, i.e. the number 498,606 women. According to (WHR,
Women for Human Rights), more than 100,000 single women are their recorded
members and it works in 73 districts and 1550 VDCs, (WHR, About US). Further, in
the devastating earthquake of 2015 nearly, 2000 women lost their spouse, (Adhikari,
2015, August 20).

Now it has become essential to advocate and lobby relating to widows’ issues since
widowhood is just not only a phenomenon for one woman. It is a part of every
women's lives. In the era, where gender equality is extremely prioritized, we cannot
leave the issues of widows as a separate one.
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Toward the Development of New Survey Questions about Dependents

An Exploratory Study Inspired by the Responsibilities for Dependents (RFD) Scale
Megumi Watanabe (Hiroshima University)

Background and Purpose

Quantitative research on work-family integration typically takes into account dependent care needs by using ()
a dummy variable or a series of dummy variables that indicate the presence and age of children / adult dependents (e.g.,
being a parent, presence of any adult dependent, children aged 0-6, children aged 7-13, and children aged 14-17), (b) a
continuous variable for the number of children (e.g., total number of children in the household, number of children under
6), or (c) the combination of (a) and (b). It is also common to use number of hours spent on household activities and
perceived family demands as measures of overall family needs which include dependent care. Despite the popularity of
these approaches, the extent to which someone has dependent care responsibilities varies according to the characteristics
of each dependent, such as living situation (living together or not) and health conditions. Thus, it would be meaningful to
develop a more inclusive and specific measure of dependent care needs.

One innovative approach is Rothausen’s (1999) Responsibilities for Dependents [RFD] scale. It assigns different
weights based on dependents’ age, living situation, and additional supervision needed beyond age. One’s level of dependent
care responsibilities is calculated by summing the weight for each dependent. Although several studies have adopted RFD
in the analysis (e.g., Andreassi 2011), there has been no further research on the measure itself since it was created.

Given such background, this study has two objectives. The first objective is to provide a review of survey
questions about dependents that have been used in work-family research in the United States (US) and Japan (Part I). The
second objective is to explore questionnaire design (e.g., question wording, response options, and branching instructions)
which will allow researchers to collect detailed enough data on each dependent to calculate a scale like RFD (Part 11).

Part |

Data on dependents are often obtained using household roster questions which ask details about each member of
the household, such as name, relationship to the respondent, sex, birthday, and disabilities. For example, the National
Survey of Midlife Development in the United States [MIDUS], whose data have been used for numerous publications on
work and family, asked about characteristics of every household member in phone interviews. While household rosters
are widely used in interviewer-administered surveys (face-to-face and by phone), they seem to be less common in self-
administered surveys (web and mail modes) where there is no interviewer to help respondents. (More review of survey
questions will be presented at the annual meeting.)

Part 11 (Proposed Methodology)

Considering the results of Part I, new survey questions in the styles of a household roster and branching questions
will be developed for self-administered surveys to collect data on age, living situation, and additional dependency due to
an iliness or disability for each dependent. The design of these questions will be evaluated and then modified by a variety
of methods, including cognitive interviews and an analysis of branching errors.

(This research project is still in the early stage. Any insights and advice would be greatly appreciated.)
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What are key factors of intergenerational relationship in Korea?

Donghee, Han (Research Institute of Science for the better Living of the Elderly)

Currently, over 14% of Korea’s population is 65 or older. By 2020, about 20% will be 65 or older, which
means our country will be a 'Super-Aged Society in Korea. There are many things what we should do;
welfare policy, social services, health systems, workforces so on. However basically we must concern
“population aging”, it is not only for old persons but also all generations. To make intergenerational
intergrade is very important issue in our future.

This research surveyed attitudes toward old persons by University students. The cases were collected
313 cases in Daegu and Daejeon Cities in Korea. The result was about attitudes of old person by young
generation. Main questions were the concept of old person, regulation of age, relationship with old
persons, thoughts of old persons; what is your impression of “elderly” people? From what age do you
consider people to be elderly? "What kind of people do you think of when you think of elderly people?
Selecting as many choices as you feel are appropriate about old persons, impressions of, elderly people
in the media so on. From students’ attitudes of old persons could interpreter about old person in this
aged society in Korea:

This research showed the negative attitudes towards old persons were high. The main reason was
there being few chances of positive and active older persons. The few chances were a key factor. To give
opportunities to understand old age, wisdom and values of old persons were needed. It has become
necessary for our society to develop best cases and share opportunities intergenerational relationships.
Without understanding intergenerational integrate, it will be difficult to set up society of population
aging. We need age friendly environment and active senior engagement. If we need increasingly
structured to facilitate older persons’ continued participation in the life and active aging, our young
generation must understand population aging and positive perception of older persons. The mass
media has a role in fostering a more positive perception of older persons by highlighting their wisdom
and value to society.

Key words: Intergenerational relationship, intergenerational intergrade, positive aging
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The inter-generational relationships among Thais

Kaysorn Sumpowthong, PhD
Faculty of Public Health, Thammasat University, Thailand

In Thailand, the number of older persons (defined as aged 60 and over) is increasing. Thailand has reached to
an ageing society since 2001. At present, the number of older person in this country stands at about eight million,
accounting for 13 percent of the population. It is estimated that by 2040, Thailand’s aging population will be increased to
17 million, accounting for 25 percent of the population. In addition, low fertility rate has continued resulting in reduction
of family size among the future generations of older people. Despite living with children has been normative,
coresidence with children fell steadily. Those who live with a married child are considerably more likely to live with a
married daughter than a married son. Living alone or only with a spouse has been also increasing. Inter-generational
relationship in Thailand is therefore needed to explore.

This study aims at exploring university students’ perceptions of aging and its implications in Thailand. Data
were collected from 101 samples using questionnaires. The participants were more females (80%) than males (20%) and
most of them come from small towns out of Bangkok. Almost 60% of them have studied some subjects relating to the
elderly people. The results revealed that the participants have an appropriate attitude towards ageing such as the elderly
are worthy of respect (95%), experienced person (95%), productive (73%), friendly (82%) and so on. However, some
negative attitudes are also found such as the elderly are obstinate (58%), slow (72%) and dependent (54%). The mean
score of aged that participants considered person to be an elderly is 62.68 years with SD=4.20. The participants seem to
focus on their own grandparents (98%) when were asked about the elderly in their thought. Most of them agreed that
others age group should support the elderly both financial and emotional support. An impression about the elderly
through media was explored. It was found that 70% of the participants are impressed on older person roles reflecting in
the media. When ask about how often they talked to their grandparents, positive findings were found. More than 50% of
the participants used to live with their grandparents complied with Thai culture and that reflects in positive
inter-generational relationships among them.

In conclusion, university students’ perceptions of aging in Thailand reflected that inter-generational
relationships is in an appropriate situation. In order to maintain and support this situation, all stakeholders should pay
more attention on developing creative policies and interventions to build strong connection between the generations.
Despite the good situation, in planning for the future, it is important to keep in mind that the major challenges are an
accelerated population ageing, longer survival during old age and reduced family size. The country therefore needs to
prepare essential supports and programs to promote the use of strong aspects found from this study.

Key words: intergeneration, university student, ageing in Thailand
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Change and Continuity of Taiwanese Families:

An Illustration from Taiwan Youth Project
Chin-Chun Yi
Distinguished Research Fellow
Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

Due to the drastic social change over the last few decades with profound impact on almost all social aspects of life,
how family system as well as family relations act and reacts accordingly have become research focus. In East Asia,
accompanied by western influence of modern gender ideologies, the interplay of cultural norms and personal resources
in conjunction with macro-structural dynamics becomes particularly important which has aroused much attention and
debates. Hence, studying the changing trend of East Asian families will need to take into account the influence of
structural, relational as well as cultural mechanism in its social context.

This speech will use contemporary Taiwanese families as an illustration. [I’ll start with a brief demographic
background of the Taiwanese family which will provide an overall profile of changing Taiwanese family system for the
last two decades. The historical trend of family structure and the debate about nuclearization in Taiwan will be briefly
discussed. Since co-residence between generations is a unique feature in Taiwan and in East Asia, it will be used to
illustrate how traditional cultural norm continues to shape contemporary family patterns. In order to better understand the
continuity and change of patrilineal influence in Taiwan, selected family values and actual behaviors will be delineated to
show possible future family developments.

The second part will be devoted to the introduction of Taiwan Youth Project (TYP). TYP is a longitudinal panel
study since the year 2000 with 5600 adolescents (average age of 14) as initial samples. For TYP Phase I from 2000 to
2009, main research goals are:

(1) To examine the developmental process of youth by emphasizing the interplay of family, school and
community.

(2) To explore possible linkages between early adolescence and young adulthood from the life course perspective.

(3) To analyze the operation and the outcome of social capital on various growth patterns of youth.

(4) To delineate diverse growth trajectories of Taiwanese youth during the transitional period.

Encouraged by the good retrition rate of 65%, TYP Phase Il was launched in 2011 with adult samples aged 25.
The design is to conduct face surveys once every three years. Overall, there are at least three significant potential
contribution for the continuation of this project: To follow the panel into young adulthood by systematic records which
captures the beginning adulthood experiences; to delineate linkages from early adolescence leading to different
trajectories in the subsequent life course; To compare generational differences through parental surveys which were
conducted in each educational levels up to the senior year in college. In addition, due to the fact that young adults start
family formation in this life stage (although marriage rate remains low), spousal surveys have been followed in the year
after and thus, establish the valuable dyadic spousal data. Therefore, TYP datasets allow researchers to explore both
vertical development of youth as well as horizontal pattermns revealed in the intergenerational transmission. In brief,
inspired by the life course perspective, TYP intends to follow various developmental patterns of Taiwanese youth from
early adolescence to young adulthood.

The last part will present selected research findings using the longitudinal panel data from Taiwan Youth Project

(TYP) since the year 2000. 1 will first discuss preliminary findings on the family formation among Taiwanese youth.
Drawing from the interplay of resources and cultural norms, we propose that family formation among young adults in
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Taiwan is affected by family experiences since adolescence and reveals gender differences in accordance with the
patriarchal culture. Analyses show that structural, relational and normative factors all contribute to Taiwanese young
adults’ marital status and parenthood. ~Specifically, chances to enter marriage and childbirth at a younger age are less
likely with higher parental education, more parent-child conflict during adolescence, less traditional values and with
school enrollment.  Significant gender differences indicate that adequate economic security as well as positive family
relation during adolescence contribute to male’s earlier marriage, but not for females. Instead, females tend to have
early family formation if parents were divorced by age 15. Our findings suggest that mechanisms pertaining to
financial resources and family relations in the family formation vary along the gender line.

The other subject, if time permits, will focus on the intergenerational relationship which is considered the core
family functioning in Chinese societies. Patterns of intergenerational exchanges between adult children and elderly
parents will demonstrate the adjustment as well as the compromise of current family practice under the changing
socio-cultural context. Both cultural values and personal resources will be shown to account for various patterns of
exchanges between generations. This part will conclude with a proposal for the Taiwanese family as a revised patriarchal
family.

Growing up in a non-Western society, the growth trajectory of the next generation in East Asia is exposed to an
entirely different context owing to the dual effects of traditional versus modern values as well as the accompanying
conservative versus liberal practices. The above illustration using the longitudinal Taiwanese survey data enables us to
delineate the influence between resources and norms on the developmental patterns of youth. In specific, family and
educational experiences from early adolescence produce expected pronounced outcome. The implication with regard
to the continuity and change of contemporary Taiwanese families will be briefly discussed.

Key words: changing families, cultural norms, Taiwan youth project
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