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VEEZHINTH o720 925 LWV 7B R — N, B2 EOFIENOIMNTZT H T LN TERY, —
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BE U CEVMRELZ TS LI ABURAM 9 A ~OYHE(LA v ¥ Ea— Db D Th b, BRKRELZTGT 5
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Who Cares for Firefighters’ Children?
Exploring Parental Allowance, Shift Work System, and Gender Dynamics among

Firefighters in Taiwan
Huilu Ngoo (National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan)

This study aims to re-examine the parental leave issues of firefighters in Taiwan, exploring the gender issues arising
from parental allowance and shift work system, and their impact on firefighters’ families. To this end, the study employs
an ethnographic methodology and conducts qualitative interviews. The interviewees are firefighters in Hualien County,
including those who have already taken parental leave and those who are about to take it, investigating their thoughts and
experiences regarding parental leave.

In 2023, the total number of public servants in Taiwan who received parental leave benefits was 5,347, with 4,479
(83.76%) being female and 868 (16.23%) being male. In the fire services, males are the majority and are considered civil
servants. In the Hualien County Fire Department, from 2018 to 2022, there were 3 female and 8 male firefighters who
took parental leave. While it may seem that more male firefighters applied for parental leave based on the number, the
actual gender ratio of firefighters is approximately only 10-13% female but 87-90% male. This indicates that female
firefighters are the primary applicants for parental leave in households, highlighting the challenges faced by male
firefighters under the current parental leave policy.

Firstly, the current parental allowance for firefighters is insufficient. The allowance is based on the basic pay and
provides 80% of the insurance amount (80% of their non-full gross salary). The limited allowance forces male
firefighters to remain at their work posts, resulting in most childcare responsibilities being borne by their female spouses
or hiring babysitters to care for their children. This not only exacerbates gender role inequality but also deprives men of
their parental rights.

Secondly, the current shift work system for frontline firefighters in Hualien is two days on and two days off, which
reduces their time spent with family members. Female spouses are often left to shoulder more housework and childcare
responsibilities alone. While the system seems to ensure that firefighters have sufficient rest and adjustment under the
high-pressure work environment, it inadvertently increases the family care work of female spouses of male firefighters.

This study is currently being undertaken, and it will explore firefighters’ perspectives personal experiences and
challenges regarding parental leave through ethnographic interviews. This paper will also examine the policy limitations
and the dual challenges posed by the nature of their work that firefighters face under the parental leave policy. Finally,
this study will contribute to our understanding of the current state, challenges, and limitations of the implementation of
parental leave policies in the firefighting industry in Taiwan, which can serve as a reference for future policy revisions.

Key words: Firefighters, Parental leave, Gender dynamics
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Family Strategy on Childcare: Return Migration in Two Generations of Rural-Urban

Migrant Families in China — from a Life-course Approach
Guo Xinran (Sophia University)

Along with initiation of economic reforms in China, the dramatically increased labor demand in urban industries
attracted large numbers of rural laborers began their rural-urban migration in the late 1980s. Following the steps of the
first wave of migrants, the second wave of rural-urban migrant workers started their migration journey in the 2000s.
Rural-urban migration as an ongoing social phenomenon sustained for generations in China, geographic mobility and
related family separation have become common memories for two generations in many rural migrant families. However,
after increased migration over four decades, many studies have observed the return migration phenomenon among older
migrant grandparents and young migrant mothers. Many studies have showed that rather than viewing return migration
merely as a passive response to economic or urbanization failure of migrant workers from an economically
success-failure dichotomy perspective, it is considered as family strategy on childcare due to both migrant grandparents
and migrant mothers can make use of limited family resource to proactively arrange their return migration in sequence in
response to economic changes, structural constraints and caregiving demands of children. Although return migration is
considered as family strategy for childcare across time, space and generations in migrant families, little is known about
detailed decision-making process regarding when and who should retumn, and how return decisions are developed
through intergenerational negotiation within the family. To enrich this discussion, I record voices of both migrant
grandparents and migrant mothers to address three specific research questions from life course approach in current study:
(1) Why and when do rural-urban migrant grandparents and migrant mothers return or plan to return to rural hometowns,
where they encounter structural constraints? (2) How do they arrange and perform return migration through
intergenerational negotiation within family? (3) what are the intergenerational differences in timing and sequence of
return migration, especially between migrant mothers and migrant grandmothers?

The life story of 27 paired grandparents-mother dyads and 4 unpaired grandparents from 31 two-generation migrant
families through separate semi-structured interviews were collected during two fieldwork trips. The field sites included
11 villages in ST town (11/19), Anhui Province which is one of the main labor-exporting areas in China. The interview
covered questions on three themes: (1) the timing and sequence of life events in migration-return trajectory, (2) how
grandparents and migrant mothers negotiate and perform childcare duties through intergenerational collaboration, and (3)
how intergenerational relationship changes during childcare collaboration.

Three models of intergenerational negotiation in return migration are observed: relay return migration, migrant
mother-dominated return migration and grandparent-dominated return migration. The findings of the study highlight that
return migration, as a family strategy for taking care of left-behind children in the Chinese context, involves a complex
decision-making process that considers a set of individual, familial and institutional factors. Although the unequal
rural-urban divide governance system has been somehow flattened, Hukou as main governance tool of dual system
continues to influence migrant worker’s basic social rights in city and forced them to undertake return migration. Besides,
the son’s academic and career failure in grandparents’ early parenthood trajectory and painful memory of being
left-behind children in migrant mothers’ childhood are important factors that motivate migrant grandparents and migrant
mothers to return home village to provide compensatory labor for next generation. However, as migrant worker with low
socioeconomic status, they are often compelled to consistently delay return plans under intersectional structural
oppression from economic downturn after pandemic and lay-off risk from construction industry adjustment. In contrast,
while migrant grandmothers typically initiate their return after marriage or childbirth, young migrant mothers often
conduct their first return during important education periods of their left-behind children or following conflict with
grandparents that arise from different childcare ideologies during childcare collaboration from afar.

Key words: rural-urban migration, childcare strategy, life course approach
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Family Formation among Transgender Men in Contemporary Japan

FEiko Saeki (Hosei University)

Against the backdrop of the development of medical technology as well as popularization and normalization of fertility
treatments, there has been a rise in the number of individuals opting for third-party reproductive technologies (e.g., sperm
donation, egg donation, and surrogate conception). While general fertility treatment and anticipatory measure for
reproduction such as egg freezing have been popularized in Japan, there is limited academic research and social
understanding on reproductive medicine involving third-party individuals.

The circumstances and backgrounds leading up to the choice of this treatment are diverse, and they include
infertility (male and female), same-sex partnerships, couples including transgender individuals, and single mothers by
choice. Among them, this study focuses on family formation experiences of couples consisting of transgender male and
cisgender female individuals, who have opted for sperm donation. Though understanding of their experiences is critical
in expanding knowledge about diversification of families, which allows construction of more inclusive policies
pertaining to families and reproduction, little is known about their experiences due to paucity of research.

Reproductive medicine using sperm donation has been conducted in Japan since 1948. However, because this
procedure was treated in clandestine ways both by medical professionals and recipients, the social awareness of the
practice remained limited. Furthermore, there is no legislation regulating third-party assisted reproductive technologies in
Japan. With the exception of a few medical facilities accredited by the Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology, third-
party reproduction is handled largely by commercial agencies and the actual number of such cases is not known. Sperm
donation at medical institutions was initially designed for cisgender heterosexual married couples in need of treatment for
azoospermia. While there are a very few clinics which accept transgender married couples as patients today, this option is
not accessible for many, and numerous couples seek to receive sperm from private donors either through their own social
network or the Internet.

Drawing upon in-depth semi-structured interviews, this project examines how transgender individuals and
their partners seek to create a family, the process in which they choose sperm donation, the experiences of undergoing the
treatment, and how they inform their children about how they were conceived.

Interviews revealed a number of obstacles experienced by transgender couples in accessing their medical
needs as well as social support. The access to medical care is hindered not only by relative dearth of clinics that offer
sperm donation services to transgender couples, but also financial hardship many individuals experience due to
discrimination in hiring as well as economic burdens associated with gender affirming treatment and surgeries. The
research also indicated that discrimination at the societal level made it difficult for them to receive support from family
members about their decision, and complicated the ways in which they communicate their children’s origin stories to the
children themselves. With the growing awareness of the children's right to know their origins, it is now generally
considered important for recipient parents to inform their children about the stories of conception. However, for those
who have completed the transition and do not share their transgender identity with others, protecting the children’s right
to know could potentially be experienced as a threat to their emotional safety.

Key words: third-party reproduction; transgender; family diversity

— 43 —



FEREEERtEY Y3y A3 —t02aF )T DERNORKEREEFREEET D 2

FHRERICBIT A7 a7 VT g b oA =T 4
—N~ET DERE NI~ A VT ¢ A S —
R GiE (BARDKEL K

TERDBEMTEUZIN L, ERRARBEID 7 0 —=0, B30T 2B O L AR ZEZ D125
72T E< OEE S U ORPHEMICEE 2B CE 7o, B2, FrEOHEI 8 LT B/08 R E,
HOVNTREFAESEHER, HBREHEED L 512, —EBLL EO AR HY | £ & E TR a R %
Fhaxig s LT AABERZERIER O —MERZ R 2 < e SivT& 7z, 2O X5 7205nE, B
SEFDREM DA A X . ZUEIE L MEBR AR 7o O OBEERR AL L CE 720, — T EHSE
D2 ITHEEDO~A 7 VT 4 MEERD, HgEmEH O D72 A EE 2 Rt L CLE S LWl &
277,

Z T ARSI~ A 2 U T OEBSBHEICHERE ST, AR NIRRT OO EREAE
TP ST DO ETRBAELOBESBEO L LRI, BARDOEFICED X S 08N a2 b 72 5T Dh v
LML, B2 aT VT 4 LT A=2T o OFIERA~DOFZER LR 2 Z L O - HAiEREBLET
HZEHRBEET D,

AWGETIE, WMV D D) B EE G L TV D, BEHE DV AT = X — L AT VB LUV &
732 T VRN 15 21k LT, 2018 40D 2023 AEIZHNT CRITHIRS L O Zoom THA > ¥ B o —ifid 2 Elii L
Too AV FE2—fE T, EVSEH EMRFER, YFEaI2=7 ¢ LOREDY | BEOIWE, BALORE
&R, B OARTECMEBIOZ, L, BURGEE & FPROF L SICBIT 2 [E A & LT A 7 a—R &40
L, DIDITE > TOFIEIR & EEAE O A MER LT,

FHFHEDIX HENBT DM~ A 2 U T 4 ~OSHETHEOREARRR & L Cnb 2 &,
FEEET-OITENOOZREEREL, HEOX v U 7RSS A ST 5 T2 DI A~ OB 18R
LTWD Z Enbhotz, L O%E, [RIEORBEHT- L OBSIA, & 2\ NIZERIZARFRO 7 BREE TR
#7023 — N =2y TOMEFFNEBSB L BIET 222 L 0D, 72720, ZMRTHT 2200072 0BRSS, %
X U T TR O IRETSEREE 2 3RO D 72 TN TAT L, 2D ECEIRREE 2060 588 bH 0 . 471
HHRFRASCFEII A~ DAL DAEDJFIN TN 2 L ICEEDRNETH S,

FTo. FHIERE SIICE ZBEOBEIOB AT, BAEAE O RWEERE AR S B RECRIC L > TE
WITRERICH Y . M~ A 2 VT A BAFIIFIZE ORI EMER L72A b, BIREIATE S oB ER N 25
LZ2FHUT2 B0, 4 ORI OEDIUIZIRIEIEE, ~~— M —Ri, BRI > TT&eidtn
FHVRIR D, I~ A 7 U T 4 DNEZRRIET HHIEES, FIMAES U < XFEWESICHES D HIEE DA D,
Z U CRHMBED ATREZR © D G T & Z[H - A B LSRR, 2 b ORI/ m— YL ) —AGEEIC
KO, ANSIE~DOBENNRAHIND K 91785, RPUT K-> TR K OLERRIHEDTZOW, RHE B
HITERTD, b LUTFE EICHEBET D LW olz T Ay a eBEib A bh b,

Fo, BB AR e U QIREHE M ENLERR S5, Ziudy = o2 — WAkER, AH, [FH
FE WEE. SEBRENIR Y. BEDEOEEO~A 7 VT 4 M K DRI AIREMEE RFRC N a3 b b, k0%
BEYRCEE N, ~A 2 VT 2 1S T AR D 2 B o AR SV T A BRI &< = &, AlhE
RV ~A 2 VT 4 & LTORRERIR L, HE &/3— N —OZER AN E FIIAILE D L3505 TH D,

VILED &5 7235005 EESEO#mI T 7 > 2T VT 4 S5 2 & CHEIERR O O AR D |
A —k 7 aF )T 4 O—EHERRCTED LN ZEIERTAONERH D EEZHID,

sk AAFFEI T JSPS FHifEr JP21H04407 (Mg &4 B BN O FOMERE—2E B AR O 26 1225

Bz 7= b D TH 2,
F—U— R EEBE, M~A V74, FI AT aFURL)

— 44 —



FEREEERtEY Y3y A3 —t02aF )T DERNORKEREEFREEET D 3

Intimate Intersections:

Exploring ‘Racework’ in Interracial Gay Male Relationships in Japan
Hazuki Kaneko (University of Hong Kong)

Extant research on intimate relationships in Japan has predominantly separately studied ‘interracial marriage/couples’
and ‘same-sex partnership/couples.” Typically, studies on interracial relationships have focused on heterosexual couples,
while research on same-sex relationships has examined local Japanese couples. Consequently, despite the existence of
intimate unions that are both interracial and same-sex, the intersection between these two categories has been overlooked.
Only in the last decade have a few scholars started to address the relationship between race, ethnicity, and queer sexuality.
Given the increasing number of foreign residents (including sexual minorities) and various changes brought about by
globalization in Japanese society, local queer studies should broaden its focus and encompass the experiences of
interracial sex, dating, and partnership.

This research draws on in-depth interview data collected between 2019 and 2022 from 23 local Japanese and
international migrant gay men residing in urban areas of Japan, such as Tokyo and Osaka, who have been involved in
interracial relationships lasting at least one year or longer. Most interviewees can be categorized as the middle class who
have attended university and have stable incomes. In addition, it must be noted that this research specifically investigates
two interracial patterns: Japanese-white and Japanese-Asian relationships. In this study, ‘white’ migrants primarily refer
to individuals perceived as “Western’ with English-speaking backgrounds, while ‘Asian’ migrants include individuals
from Japan’s neighboring countries. These two groups were chosen to be consistent with the trends observed in
heterosexual interracial marriages.

In examining interracial relationships among gay men in Japan, the concept of ‘racework’ proposed by
American sociologist Amy Steinbugler, referring to the everyday actions and strategies individuals employ to sustain
intimate relationships within a society characterized by entrenched racial inequalities, has been modified and used. Her
study identifies three main realms where racework operates: (1) public spaces, (2) internal relationship dynamics, and (3)
the construction of identities. This presentation focuses on the first realm, ‘visibility management in public spaces.’
Racism in Japan largely stems from the persistent and hierarchical boundary between Japanese and foreigners. Race,
ethnicity, and nationality are often conflated to define Japanese people and Japaneseness as opposed to foreigners and
foreignness. In other words, interracial relationships, whether with white or Asian migrants, share many similar
experiences. However, the experiences of middle class white and Asian migrant gay men in Japan differ significantly,
resulting in distinct interracial experiences for each group.

The interview data suggest that interracial gay male couples commonly experience hyper-invisibility in public
spaces where the norms of heterosexuality and monoethnicity prevail. However, they do not necessarily perceive their
invisible status negatively but actively reinterpret it as convenient due to their awareness of the potential stereotypes and
prejudices that can accompany queer visibility. They enjoy a higher degree of freedom in controlling the visibility of their
relationship, depending on the specific circumstances. Moreover, despite the potential risk for double marginalization,
their interracial status often assists in mitigating the stigma associated with their same-sex status. Overall, this research
argues that through racework adopted by gay male couples, the Japanese-foreign boundary is potentially reinforced
rather than challenged.

Key words: Racework, Gay male couples, Japan
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Imagined Family Trajectories and Risk Dispositions among Young Gay Men
in Hong Kong: Intersections of Class and Sexuality
Henry H. S. Kan (University of Hong Kong)

Family lives outside the bounds of heteronormativity have been increasingly common among homosexuals of the young
generation in Hong Kong. This imminent shift takes place due to a heightened degree of self-acceptance and individuation,
wider public endorsement of homosexuality, growth of civil society, and piecemeal legal victories. These developments
notwithstanding, the heterosexual nuclear family model remains the primary and ideal unit of welfare provision for its
members, because not only of the insufficient expansion of social spending over the past decades, but also of a deep-seated
ethos of self-care in this growth-oriented society. Within this context, it remains unexplored as to how Hong Kong young
homosexuals make sense of their future as they reject the script of heterosexuality, and how they cope with the perceived
life uncertainties, if any, incurred thereof.

Using in-depth interviews, this study explores the future perceptions among 30 Hong Kong young gay men,
aged between 18 and 35, in the light of their imagined family trajectories, and their dispositions in facing associated
uncertainties. The notion of compressed modernity, coined by Chang Kyung-sup to capture the dynamic co-existence of
often conflicting social and historical elements brought together by the rapid modernization projects, is instrumental in
understanding the persistent family-centredness in East Asia, although it has yet come to terms with domains beyond
heterosexuality. By stretching the analytical scope of compressed modernity, the study aims to shed light on the sense of
uncertainty in the respondents as they pursue a non-heterosexual life course. This was manifested in the respondents’ desire
for long-term same-sex intimate relationships, which was accompanied by their unease with the likelihood of involuntary
singlehood, widowhood, and childlessness, due to a combination of fledging post-materialism, thin dating market, institutional
constraints, and practical concerns. In addition, the study illustrates that the availability of class capital shapes respondents’
temporal consciousness, hence their risk dispositions. Respondents from a middle-class background were inclined to
adhere to the self-care ethos by having a future-oriented financial habit to manage biographical risks, whilst those from a
working-class background were more present-oriented, if not fatalistic about the future.

The implication of this study is threefold. First, it questions the relevance of the notion of homonormativity in
analyzing homosexuals’ family lives in Hong Kong and, more broadly, East Asia. Popularized by Lisa Duggan,
homonormativity has become a conceptual straitjacket to critically examine the rise of a privatized and deradicalized gay
culture, which accentuates domesticity and consumption, in contexts beyond its origin (i.e., neoliberal America), including
Hong Kong, While useful for understanding the costs of normalization under assimilationist sexual politics, the notion falls
short of steering more contextually grounded discussions of ordinary lesbian and gay lives that are irreducible to the binary
of assimilation/transgression. The findings in the study suggest, in line with Jeffrey Weeks and Brian Heaphy, the need to
consider the conceptual value of “the ordinary” in sexualities studies. Second, it contributes to the discussion of the impacts
of ideological changes on family trends in the region through a consideration of the growing visibility of homosexuality.
The study illustrates the resilience of familism among Hong Kong young homosexuals, despite their rejection of the script
of heterosexuality. It is conducive for rethinking the de/reinstitutionalization of the family in East Asia, which often, in
scholarly discussions, distinguishes itself from other regions by its heteronormative family-centredness. Third, in tandem
with oft-noted demographic trends such as rising singlehood and childlessness, homosexuality raises questions for the
future of care provision in East Asia, which is, to date, grounded on the heterosexual nuclear family model.

Key words: Compressed modemity, homosexuality, imagined future
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